Saturday, September 6, 2003

1 Chronicles 29:1 – 30

King David set the example. He gave of his own wealth to the building of the temple and then he asked the people to do so. But wealth was not the really important thing that David gave. God will make it clear when we read the prophets that giving money was not what He desired from His people. God’s real pleasure in David was that the king devoted himself to God and he asked the people to do so. Because he was loved and respected his people followed his example.

We often point to parents and challenge them to set the example for their children. Surveys and tests and experts have demonstrated many times that children who have parents who set a good example do much better at living life to its fullest. However, parents are not the only ones who can learn from King David’s example. We all have the opportunity in life to show the way to others. Subordinates can even lead superiors when it comes to how to live life to its fullest; how to live in the light of Christ. We can all demonstrate to our friends, bosses, peers, family, and even enemies, that living in Christ and living for God makes us different. When we do, we make a difference in many lives around us. How can we do it?  David tells us in the second half of today’s reading.


Beginning in verse 10, David makes it clear that nothing that he does is of his own power. Only God can enable David and the people to serve Him. If you can forgive an old cliché, verses 14-19 really do say it all.
